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"Now that I'm gone, I tell you: Don't smoke, whatever you do, just don't smoke."

(Yul Brynner on ABC Good Morning America in January 1985)

(By Boris J.)

Before I went to the Yul Brynner Head and Neck Cancer Foundation First Annual
Survivors Banquet in Atlanta I chatted with my 15-year-old nephew Alexander from
Novi Sad – which is the second largest city in Serbia in Southeastern Europe.

I told him: “Alex, I have to go now. We will talk tomorrow and I will tell you how the
Yul Brynner foundation banquet was.”

“And who is this Yul Brynner, that name sounds familiar but I can’t think of where
from,” asked Alex. I told him that he was an actor well known to our generation, and I
thought that would end his interest in Yul Brynner.

However, when we met for a chat next time Alex started with
“Now that I'm gone, I tell you: Don't smoke, whatever you do, just don't smoke."

He told me that he “goggled” Yul Brynner and was confused at first what his uncle had in
common with the actor that starred in so many Westerns. Then he found the foundation
website and everything was much, much clearer.

He also found that Yul Brynner was in the Yugoslavian 1969 movie “The Battle of
Neretva.” Alex reminded me of that movie that, thirty five years ago, filled movie
theaters in Yugoslavia and was well received abroad as well. It is a story of Yugoslavian
resistance against Nazi Germany during WWII.   Other big names starring in the movie
were Orson Welles and Franco Nero. Now I am surfing the Internet and search for the
movie to buy. The world is small and one never knows where one will encounter a name
he has read long ago on the movie canvas…

Alex promised me that he will always mind the words of Yul Brynner that he found on
the Internet.

"Now that I'm gone, I tell you: Don't smoke, whatever
you do, just don't smoke."
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